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Dedication of Butterfly Garden 
On Saturday, July 25th at 11:00 a.m. the new butterfly garden 

at Calumet Park Cemetery will be dedicated. The garden, designed 

by Wayne Gruber from Garden’s on the Prairie is just inside the West

entrance to the cemetery and will be filled with flowers that are known

to attract many different species of colorful butterflies for the enjoyment

of all who visit.

The fragrant aromas mixed with the flash of color hint at paradise

within the boundaries of a cemetery. The reality is that this garden 

is meant for the living. It is designed to be a place of quiet ... a place 

for meditation ... a safe place to come and think of the good times

shared with that special person in our lives who went before us.

Share the world of the butterfly as they flutter about, sip nectar,

court, or simply bask in the sunlight showing off their glorious colors.

There will be all shapes, sizes and colors of the fragile winged creatures.

As they fly from flower to flower, they sometimes mistake people 

for flowers and alight on shoulders, heads and arms in their search 

for nectar.

Let this oasis of beauty and life remind you of those childhood days

chasing butterflies as you chased your dreams. Please come and bring 

a friend to this event that may see you emerge from your cocoon of pain

and loss as you once again spread your wings in this thing called life. 

(Rain date:  August 1st at 11:00 a.m.)



Fishing For Memories 
Enjoy an afternoon of catch and release fishing with your kids or grandkids

at our well-stocked Meditation Pond. On Saturday, June 14th from 3:00 - 5:00

p.m. you are invited to bring children under the age of 10 for an afternoon of

creating new memories. Snacks, drinks and bait will be provided as a courtesy.

All children must be accompanied by an adult. You must provide your own

fishing pole. Fishing at all other times is strictly prohibited! Reservations are

required. Call 219-769-8803.

Editorial

Why Grieve?
by Paul Vogel II

The definition of bereavement is 
“to be torn apart”. Doug Manning,
author of ‘Don’t Take My Grief Away
From Me’ believes that most people
don’t understand the value of openly
responding to the death of a loved one.

People need permission to grieve.
Manning pointedly argues that 
“Dad needs to be told its OK to cry!”
For those who lived through the
assassination of JFK, and witnessed
Jackie standing elegantly and reserved
with no outward sign of the extreme
pain that she was experiencing, it
seemed that her actions were telling 
us that it was not dignified to show
emotion.

Those who make their life’s work
the study of intellect and emotions
suggest that it is more healthy to “let 
it out”, whether it is our grief, or our
frustrations, or our mental anguish.

We all need safe places in our lives.
No matter what kind of day we may
have had at work, we get to come
home to our “safe” place, which is 
our home. It is not a coincidence that 
a place to share our grief, a place
where friends and family can come
together, is called a funeral home.

It is a safe place that you should be
able to go to and cry and weep and let
your pain escape your body. All who
enter a funeral home can appreciate the
feelings of loss and emptiness and
heart crushing agony that accompanies
the loss of a loved one.

A young mother needs to be told
that it is safe and OK for her to hold
her newly departed baby in a rocking
chair during the visitation, or during
some private time when no others 
are around.

When a person wishes to have their
cremains (ashes) scattered from the air,
as a pilot, I handle their request
personally. Each time I release the
ashes to eternity, I hear Manning
telling me, “Don’t throw all of the
cremains from the plane; save some 
for the cemetery.”

What he meant was that people 
need roots, from birth to death. People
need a place where they can visit and
have an earthly connection to their lost
loved ones.

As far as having a viewing after the
death of someone in our lives, it has
been said from too many sources to
mention that “it’s not real until you see
the body”. Who hasn’t heard or uttered
“seeing is believing”?

For many of us, seeing the body 
of our wife or parent or child lying 
in a casket is the only way that we are
able to accept the fact that they really
are dead ... that they are never coming
home again. After surgery, we often
hear it said that “it was a miracle 
I survived”. We pray for miracles with
every serious illness, and sometimes
our prayers are not answered the way
we would want. When death slams 
us head-on, we try to make some sense
of it.

When healthy, it is easy to say that
we don’t want a funeral. We don’t want
people to make a fuss when we die.
Don’t spend money. I don’t want people
gawking at me in a casket. I have no
doubt that my own dad, who loves
hunting and the outdoors, would say 
on his death bed, “Please, don’t waste
money on flowers. There’s probably 
a sale somewhere on ammunition.”

Flowers and caskets and rituals 
to honor our dead is a process for the 

living. People need to grieve. People
are truly torn apart when a death
occurs and need the compassion and
care and support of family and friends.
It is the value of life that is being
celebrated, and the absolute of death
that is being acknowledged. Do we
show the value of a loved one’s life 
to our grandchildren without showing
significance at the closure and without
a place for them to visit their ‘fishing
buddy’?”

In an article in a national business
magazine, a “disposal service” has
opened up for business as a cheap
alternative to traditional funeral homes
that will get rid of the body for a
minimal fee. They jokingly say that
maybe they should charge their families
based on the weight of the individual.

It is interesting that when a child
disappears while swimming at the lake,
or a plane goes down, that there 
is a huge effort in time, money and
personnel that is spent to find the
“body”, which would suggest that 
the body is important. People need to
know what happened and need to have
the proper respect shown for the person
who has seemingly disappeared.

It is easy to talk like it doesn’t
matter once the spirit has left a body.
But when it is a body that is important
to us, the only thing that matters is to
have that one last chance to see, to feel,
to acknowledge that this special person
is gone. And, it gives many families
who witnessed the physical
deterioration of their loved one due 
to sickness a chance to have the final
visual memory of that person to be one
at rest and at peace.

The funeral ritual serves us all in
uniting families, sometimes re-uniting,
as we gather to pay our last respects 
to someone who meant so much to us.
To avoid the ritual is to prolong the
pain. The funeral lets us say goodbye
with dignity and love.

Thank you for the opportunity
to be of service to you.
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Pre-arranging Cemetery and Funeral Needs
Planning ahead means more than just making choices. To truly pre-plan one’s cemetery and funeral needs

means to make choices and arrange funding (paying) for the goods and services in advance. The funeral

home portion of final arrangements includes the funeral service and casket. The cemetery part includes 

a grave, vault, marker and opening/closing (or crypt or niche for above ground placement.) Calumet Park 

Cemetery funds pre-need agreements at no interest with a minimal downpayment. 

Call the office for more information: 219-769-8803

What’s Good On the Menu from Three Calumet Park Cemetery
Family Service Counselors

Kathy Chepela is a senior family service advisor with over a decade of helping families during a time of loss.

Cooking and baking are her passions. A true traditionalist, she does her cooking with a strong emphasis on

ethnic dishes. You only need to bite into one of her Swedish meatballs to know that you want the recipe! 

Swedish Meatballs: 3 slices of white bread crumbled, 1 tablespoon of instant minced onion, 1/4 tsp. ground

nutmeg, 1/4 tsp black pepper, 1/4 cup milk, 2 lbs. ground chuck, 1 stick butter, 2 tablespoons flour, 1 can of

condensed beef broth (10 1/2 oz.) undililuted, and 1 cup of cream. Combine bread, onion, pepper, nutmeg and

milk in a large bowl and let stand 10 minutes. Stir in meat and mix well. Gently form small meatballs in melted

margarine and cook well (cover pan). Do not brown crispy. Remove meatballs with slotted spoon. Place in large baking pan. Blend flour

into drippings, stir constantly until bubbly. Stir in beef broth and cream. Cook, stirring constantly until sauce thickens (2-3 minutes) Pour

over meatballs and bake at 325 degrees for 30 minutes. Start eating and don’t stop ‘til they are gone.

Cassandra Harbour recently came to Cal Park with the compassion and empathy needed with the drive to help

families at their time of need. Cassandra graduated from Purdue U. with a degree in science, and has worked 

for several years in the pharmaceutical industry. Cassandra offers a Creole concoction that will leave you crying

I garondee! 

Jambalaya Cajun Style: Saute 2 lbs. Italian sausage (crumbled) in a large pan along with 3 packs of bell

pepper, onion and celery. Brown the veggies and meat and skim off any excess grease. Season to taste 

with garlic powder, Worcestershire sauce and any other full-bodied seasoning (as hot or mild as you like). 

Add 1-2 cans of tomatoes with chicken broth or stock to cover 3” above the mixture. Cover and simmer 

for 5 minutes. Add 3 cups of meat or shellfish, cover and simmer for 15 minutes. Add 4 cups of rice and cover and cook on high 

for 15 minutes, then simmer for 5 minutes more. Stir occasionally until tender. Grab a bowl, spoon and gastronomical heaven 

is but a bite away. Enjoy!

Jesus Salas worked for 18 years at Ispat Mittal Steel before relocating to San Antonio, Texas where he helped to

pastor a church in 2003. While working in Texas, Jesus traveled to San Salvador as part of a mission trip to help

build churches, and to help feed, clothe and minister to those in need. He has a passion to serve families in need,

and returned to NW Indiana to be near family. He found a great opportunity to continue meeting the needs of his

fellow man as he works with families who must make arrangements after the loss of a loved one. 

Texas Potato Casserole: 2 pound package of frozen hash browns with onions and peppers, 3/4 cup margarine

melted, 1 can cream of chicken soup, 2 cups grated sharp Cheddar cheese, 2 cups sour cream, 1 tsp salt, 1/2 tsp

pepper, 2 cups corn flakes, crushed. Thaw potatoes. Spray a 9 x 13 pan with Pam. Combine 1/4 cup melted

margarine, soup, cheese, sour cream, salt and pepper. Top with crushed cornflakes and drizzle with remaining 1/2 cup of margarine.

Bake uncovered at 350 degrees for 45 minutes and dig in. 

Wow is that yummy!

Kathy’s
Swedish
Delights!

Jambalaya 
by 

Cassandra

Jesus’s 
Texas Potato

Casserole
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Annual Ceremony of the Burning of Grave Blankets
The annual burning of the grave blankets will

take place April 22nd at 9:00 in the morning.

This is a solemn occasion that will include 

a prayer of remembrance. Refreshments will 

be served. The “burning” is a sure sign that 

the warmth of Spring is just around the corner.

On Memorial Day weekend, a special bronze plaque 

will be dedicated to Bill Tuley. Call for details.

Battle of the Bulge
The Battle of the Bulge was the largest land battle of World War II in which the United States
participated. More than a million men fought in this battle on the ground in Belgium, including some
600,000 Germans, 500,000 Americans and 55,000 British. The map shows the division “front” in the
‘north to south’ blue line. At the top of the line, the front “bulged” but did not break under constant attack
by the Germans at the place that looks like a nose bulging out from the rest of the battle front, thus the
name of this epic battle:  The Battle of the Bulge.

Local Man Is
Awarded France’s
“Medal of Honor”

Bill Tuley (shown above) was recently
awarded the Legion of Honor from the French
Consulate General on behalf of the people 
of France for his heroic service during World
War II. Bill fought in Germany, France and 
in Belgium during the Battle of the Bulge.  

Bill was a staff sergeant in the 87th Infantry
Division when German forces occupied the four
forts surrounding Metz, France. “After we took
the city, we concentrated on the forts to keep
them bottled up so they couldn’t get supplies”,
Tuley said. “I led my squad of 12 men out 
in the dark of night. We didn’t suffer any
casualties but we inflicted casualties on the
German Troops in the Fort. It was a major
happening in the war, and it meant a lot 
to the country of France.”

Monument honoring those who 
fought in the Battle of the Bulge 

in the Veterans section at 
Calumet Park Cemetery.

Legion of Honor, France’s 
version of the U.S. Medal of Honor

Bill was born in Hammond in 1916, and was
married to Helen Bruhn for 56 years before 
her passing in 2002. Bill currently resides in
Merrillville. He spent his pre-retirement days 
as a printer, working for Rand McNally, 
Hoosier State Bank and Minute Man. 

Bill was the oldest enlisted man in his rifle
platoon of 200 soldiers, and one of the 27 who
survived the horrors of war.  One of his greatest
memories of WWII was just after the war ended
and a young Polish girl made her way to U.S.
safety. Her words of “I’m free! I’m free at last!”
still ring in Bill’s ears. “Those of us who are
born free do not know what freedom is all
about,” said Bill as he sat in his bedroom,
holding the medal and award from France
(shown above left) and the bronze plaque to his
right in the picture provided by DOH, Granit
Bronz and Calumet Park Cemetery.
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Looking for a cure 
A man went into a drugstore and asked the pharmacist if he could give him something for the hiccups.

Without warning, the pharmacist reached over the counter and slapped the man.

“What’d you do that for?” asked the man.

“Well, you don’t have the hiccups anymore, do you?” asked the pharmacist.

“But I didn’t have the hiccups ... my wife does!”

Quick Tips On Veterans Burial
Benefits

One of the more difficult tasks a survivor faces after 

the death of a veteran is completing the numerous claim

forms for VA survivor’s benefits. To help ease the burden

and to ensure you will have the necessary information 

to file a claim, the following documents will be needed:

1. veteran’s DD214 (discharge papers)

2. VA claim’s number or social security #

3. death certificate

4. government life insurance policy

5. a copy of all marriage certificates and 

divorce degrees, if any

6. a copy of each child’s birth certificate

or adoption order

7. veteran’s birth certificate to determine

parents benefits if any

8. any other life insurance policies

9. a will (not necessary, but helpful to know

decedents wishes)

10. copies of cemetery deeds and pre-need 

contracts along with any pre-need

contracts with a funeral home 

It is essential to have the DD214. Before the time 

of need, it is recommended that this document 

be located. If lost, call 1-800-827-1000 or go to 

www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/ and for

burial and memorial benefits, go to www.cem.va.gov/

One of the biggest misconceptions on the part 

of veterans is the belief that their burial will be free. 

To avoid disappointment, contact the above websites 

or stop in to the cemetery for a chance to receive current

information in this regard.

Identity Thieves Lurk Everywhere

While we fret over the possibility of having our

personal information stolen online, the truth is we are more

likely 

to have our identities filched offline.  Online identity theft

methods constituted only 12% of fraud in cases where the

victims knew how their identity was stolen, according 

to the ‘2008 Identity Fraud Survey Report’ by Javelin

Strategy and Research.  The majority of cases of identity

theft (79%) took place through traditional methods, such 

as stolen or lost wallets, checkbooks, credit cards, mail

tampering, or “shoulder surfing”, where the thief looks

over the shoulder of the victim at an ATM or cash register.

Seventeen percent of the victims reported “friendly thefts”,

which are those perpetrated by friends, family or in-home

employees.

Here are some tactics Javelin recommends for

safeguarding your personal information and preventing

identity theft:

• Password protect all your digital devices, including

computers, PDA’s and mobile phones.

• Choose passwords and PINs that cannot be easily

guessed.

• Shred all documents that have personal information

on them before disposing of them.

• Use a locked mailbox for incoming mail and the post

office for outgoing mail.

• Monitor your online accounts frequently.

• Avoid mailing checks to pay bills or deposit funds.

Move your financial transactions online.

• Check your credit report once a year.  Call

877-322-8228 or visit www.annualcreditreport.com

• Install and regularly update firewall, antispyware,

antivirus and browser security software.
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Coupon

Good for one complimentary grave space valued at $900*.  For pre-need only.  May be used as a $900 credit

toward upgrades on spaces or crypts.   20% loyalty savings on all funeral services for all property owners.

Specials on all monuments and flush markers.  See a family service counselor for details.

* $275 value on all niche spaces.

Embalming and the Reality of Death
by Todd Van Beck

Dr. Erich Lindermann, one of the great pioneers in the study of grief management, believed that the most significant

benefit of funeralization and embalming happens at the moment at which death’s reality occurs within the bereaved

person’s mind. It is at this moment of truth, this establishment of the reality of death, that serves as the psychological

framework for the human validation of embalming. This author concludes that the actual viewing and touching of a dead

human body is the best way to break through death denial thoughts harbored by a bereaved person.

Many believe that the embalmer’s purpose is to make the body “presentable” for viewing. This is similar to real life

when a person would have prepared for meeting others by washing, combing their hair etc. before greeting people in

public. The concepts of reverence for the dead, which is decent disposition and dignity in death, all demand that the dead

body be prepared for viewing so as not to be offensive during the process of funeralization. It is suggested that people 

act out their grief. Acting out death rituals in a visual manner, with the body (the symbol of death) present, offers

stability, security, social control and tradition in a time of chaos, confusion, anxiety and remorse.

Because ritualized death activities take time, embalming the dead furnishes the family, community and friends the

necessary time to organize and implement their specific death rituals. It can be said that a funeral service is actually 

a psycho-drama whereby the family, friends and community of the deceased are the protagonists dramatizing the fact 

that a life has been lived.

The embalmed body image permits an open, realistic acceptance of death. In this type of honest confrontation there 

is no escape from the truth of death. The embalmed body image permits time for the family and community to engage 

in the valuable process of leave-taking. The embalmed body image confronts the denial of death and helps provide an

atmosphere of emotional stability and support from family and friends. By confronting the numerous frightening and

lonely feelings caused by the emotional conflicts of death denial, the embalmed body image helps to act as a catharsis 

for emotional states such as panic, fear, frustration and guilt. Visual contact with an embalmed body image aids 

in establishing necessary and healthy modifications of emotional and physical attachments to the deceased.

From the knowledge gained through a wealth of experience, the veteran funeral director/embalmer knows the truth

concerning the first viewing of the body and the establishment of the reality of death in the minds of the bereaved.

Viewing provides the bereaved with the reality that a death has actually happened. The first viewing tells the bereaved

that the death is irreversible. It is through this awareness of the reality, separation and finality of death that the bereaved

begin to honestly move through the journey of grief. Without this reality, the journey of grief will be retarded due to the

bereaved working with dishonest information. 

In today’s society, embalming continues to serve a practical use and maintain its aesthetic value in that it renders the

body inoffensive and makes it presentable. Its purpose in making the body presentable is not to create an illusion, but 

to create the remembered perceptual body image. It also serves as an emotional buffer when the bereaved encounters 

a traumatic mode of death. The reality of traumatic death may be too burdensome a sight for the bereaved. The process

of embalming aids in the restoration of the person. This is done not to mask reality, but to give the bereaved a body

image that their perceptual pattern of recognition remembers and that is manageable.

The reality of death is established by utilizing the restored, remembered body image through funeral rites. 

The bereaved must know the truth of death, and by using the values of embalming and restorative art, this truth 

is established in a more genteel and professional manner.
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Fresh Flower Program for 2009
Fresh floral bouquets will be available for Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, July 4th, Labor Day 

and Memorial Weekend. Bouquets will have a price of $35.00 each, including tax and installation, 

and will require a two-week notice prior to placement. All bouquets will be placed in cemetery approved 

in-ground vases by cemetery personnel. If you would be interested in purchasing fresh flower bouquets 

(minimum of two special days or two bouquets), please call or fill out the Order Form below. 

We accept VISA, MasterCard and Discover.  Call :  219-769-8803

Approved Vase*

Heavy duty zinc vase in bronze or

silver colors; goes into a high

density polyethylene outer case.

Vase is extremely durable, high

quality and economical and comes

with a 5 year replacement

warranty against any damage at no

cost to purchaser with proof of

purchase. Vase is $150 including

tax and installation.

Name of purchaser: __________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Name of deceased: ___________________________________________________

Grave location for flower placement:  

Section __________ Block __________ Lot __________ Grave(s)

_____________

Holidays on which I want flowers placed for my

loved one (min. of two) are:

� Mother’s Day      � Memorial Weekend       � Father’s Day  

� July 4th      � Labor Day

Order Form

Number of vases ________________ x $150.00 each  = ________________

Number of bouquets _____________ x $35.00* each  = _________________

Total cost including tax  = ________________

Method of payment:  � Cash        � Check (enclosed)       � Credit Card

� VISA  � MasterCard   � Discover   Card # ______________________

Expiration Date ______________________

* Flowers:  32.71 + 2.29 tax = $35.00

Vase:  79.44 + 5.56 tax + installation = $150.00



2305 West 73rd Avenue, Merrillville, IN 46410
Cemetery Office: 219-769-8803
Funeral Chapel: 219-736-5840

www.calumetparkcemetery.com

Let Him Heal Your Wounds 
© by Daniel G. Moran

A caterpillar enters life, lives and eats up in trees.

She knows not God’s plans,  her life’s a mystery.

She’s fuzzy, and “footy” and grazes on leaves.  

Forever a caterpillar, is what she believes.

When her change comes,  she’ll spin a cocoon, 

and for a short time, she’ll feel she is doomed. 

In time with God’s planning, as a caterpillar she’ll die ...

to be born again soon as a pretty butterfly.  

And so goes our lives, from our birth until death ...

our time here on earth, but one of God’s breaths.

So, when the time we are given is lived and is done ...

trust in God’s  promise, He’ll unite us as one.

It hurts to see a loved one in a casketed cocoon,

Just remember the butterfly; 

and let Him heal your wounds. 


