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Serving families since 1928

Memorial Weekend

In response to numerous requests, Calumet Park
is including the Memorial Weekend official
program in this newsletter to allow families 
to plan their activities around their visit to the
cemetery.

The reason for the three day weekend seems 
to have lost its meaning over the years. Memorial
Day was officially proclaimed on May 5, 1868 
by General John Logan, National Commander 
of the Grand Army of the Republic.

It was first observed on May 30, 1868 when
flowers were placed on the graves of Union and
Confederate soldiers at Arlington National
Cemetery. Congress passed the National Holiday
Act of 1971 to ensure a three day weekend for
Federal holidays, and it is now celebrated on the
last Monday in May. The purpose of the special
day is to honor all American soldiers who died
fighting in any war.

Can’t Vet’s Just ‘Get Over It?’

A person from the “younger generation” was
overheard making this statement recently. It gives
one a reason to pause, especially with Memorial
Day just around the corner, and ask why honoring
our veterans and their families is so important.

A True Story
I put my carry-on in the luggage compartment

and sat down in my assigned seat. It was going 

to be a long flight. “I’m glad I have a good book

to read. Perhaps I will get in a short nap,” 

I thought to myself.

Just before take-off, a line of soldiers came

down the aisle and filled all the vacant seats,

totally surrounding me. I decided to start a

conversation. “Where are you headed?” I asked

the soldier seated nearest to me. “Petawawa. 

We’ll be there for two weeks for special training,

and then we are being deployed to Afghanistan,”

he respectfully replied.
Continued on page 2

See Veteran Price (page 3) for free, or

greatly discounted, services and merchandise.

Mark Your Calendar for
Upcoming Events

May 9......................Mother’s Day – a flower will be given 
to all at the cemetery entrances while supplies last 

May 29-31 ........82nd Annual Memorial Weekend program 

June 12 ............................4th Annual Fishing for Memories 

July 24..................2nd Annual Butterfly Release ceremony 

October 16......................................3rd Annual Fall Festival 

TBD........................................................Walk for Leukemia  

TBD.....................................................................Health Fair 

Go to calumetparkcemetery.com for more 
information as the dates draw closer.



Sherry Williams, Managing Funeral

Director of Calumet Park Funeral Chapel

is currently offering a complimentary

memorial video and a photo woven blanket

to all families that choose Calumet Park

for their funeral needs. Call 219-736-5840

with questions, or if you would like 

to set up an informational tour of 

Calumet Park Funeral Chapel.

After flying for about an hour, 
an announcement was made that 
sack lunches were available for five
dollars. It would be several hours
before we reached our destination,
and I quickly decided a lunch would
help pass the time. As I reached for
my wallet, I overheard a soldier ask
his buddy if he planned to buy lunch.
“No, that seems like a lot of money
for just a sack lunch. Probably
wouldn’t be worth five bucks. I’ll 
wait till we get to the base.” His
friend agreed.

I looked around at the other
soldiers. None were buying lunch. 
I walked to the back of the plane and
handed the flight attendant a fifty
dollar bill. “Take a lunch to all of
those soldiers.” She grabbed my
arms and squeezed tightly. Her eyes
wet with tears, she thanked me. “My
son was a soldier in Iraq; it’s almost
like you are doing it for him.”

Picking up ten sacks, she headed
up the aisle to where the soldiers
were seated. She stopped at my seat 
a little later and asked “Which do
you like best, beef or chicken?” 

“Chicken,” I replied, wondering
why she asked. She turned and went
to the front of the plane, returning 
a minute later with a dinner plate
from first class, silverware and all. 

“This is yours. Thanks for your
kindness from all of us.”

After we finished eating, I went
again to the back of the plane,
heading for the rest room. A man

stopped me. “I saw what you did. 
I want to be part of it. Here, take
this.” He handed me $25.

Soon after I returned to my seat, 
I saw the Flight Captain coming
down the aisle, looking at the aisle
numbers as he walked. I hoped he
was not looking for me, but noticed
he was looking at the numbers only
on my side of the plane. When he got
to my row, he stopped, smiled, held
out his hand and said, “I want to
shake your hand.” 

Quickly unfastening my seat belt, 
I stood and took the Captain’s hand.
With a booming voice, he said, 
“I was a soldier and I was a military
pilot. Once, someone bought me 
a lunch. It was an act of kindness 
I never forgot.” I was embarrassed
when applause was heard from all 
of the passengers. I did not buy sack
lunches to bring attention to myself.

Later, I walked to the front of the
plane so I could stretch my legs. 
A man who was seated about six
rows in front of me reached out his
hand, wanting to shake mine, or so 
I thought. He put another $25 in my
palm and winked his approval.

When we landed, I gathered my
belongings and started to deplane.
Waiting just inside the airplane door
was a lady who stopped me, put
something in my shirt pocket, turned,
and walked away without saying 
a word. 

“Amazing!” I thought to myself.
Upon entering the terminal, I saw

the soldiers gathering for their trip to
the base. I walked over to them and
handed them the $75 and explained
where it came from. “It will take you
some time to reach your base. I’m
sure you all would like a bite to eat
before you set out. God bless you all,
and thanks for your service.”

Ten young men left that flight
feeling the love and respect of their
fellow travelers. As I walked briskly
to my car, I whispered a prayer for
their safe return. These soldiers were
giving their all for our country. 
I could only give them a couple 
of meals. It seemed so little.

A veteran is someone who, at one
point in his or her life, wrote a blank
check made payable to “The United
States of America” for an amount of
“up to and including, my life.”

That is honor, and there are too
many people in this country who 
no longer understand it. And that, 
my friends, is why vet’s shouldn’t
“just get over it!” And neither should
any of us take our veterans and their
families for granted!

See Veteran Price (page 3) for free, or

greatly discounted, services and merchandise.

Can’t Vets Just ‘Get Over It?’
Continued from page 1.
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Fishing For Memories 
Fishing for memories is scheduled for June 12.  Last year’s event found over 60 small ones
casting for bluegills and bass. Memories are created at this annual catch and release event
that will never be forgotten. It is not certain whether the kids or their parents and grand -
parents had more fun, but it was agreed that everyone in attendance had a great time. 
Look on our web site for more information as the date nears.

calumetparkcemetery.com

New Benefit Program For VeteransNew Benefit Program For Veterans
Compliments of Calumet ParkCompliments of Calumet Park
Cemetery and Funeral ChapelCemetery and Funeral Chapel

HONORING ALL VETERANSHONORING ALL VETERANSHONORING ALL VETERANS
A veteran is someone who wrote a blank check made 

payable to “The United States of America” for an 

amount “up to and including my life.”

Must provide DD214 or the equivalent at the time 

of signing up for these benefits.
If DD214 is not available at the time of need, certain rules will apply.

Graves in Section 17 (selected $900 grave area) - at need or pre-need............No charge
(or credit of $900 if veteran desires a grave in a different section or for a higher priced grave or crypt)  

Bronze or granite government markers, including backer when needed........No charge

Opening and closing (non-veteran price is $1495).....................................................$1200

Proportionate discounts on cremation opening and closings for veterans.

Wilbert ‘Salute’ vault plus tax .....................................................................................$1050

****************************
Funeral Home Veteran package that includes a full, traditional funeral service with

a DVD ($3800), a Wilbert ‘Salute vault’ ($995 + tax) and a Veterans 20 gauge steel, 

gasketed/sealing casket with flag on the head panel ($995 + tax):

All for only $5929.30 for veterans 
(non-veteran price is $7633)

To our knowledge, this program is not available anywhere else in the country. Existing contracts cannot be made retroactive.
This special program is being offered by the management of Calumet Park Cemetery and Funeral Chapel, 

and is our way of honoring our nation’s veterans.

3



Get To Know Your Funeral Home Staff
Calumet Park Funeral Chapel is staffed with a group of highly intelligent, personable young ladies. The gentle care

and concern that is offered by this “band of sisters” is above and beyond anything that this industry has experienced. 
In a field that has been male dominated for so many years, this group of women stands out. Their professionalism and
nurturing care of each family served is having a profound effect on those very same families as they try to cope with
their loss. Like all great service entities, people return when their needs are met. The work that is being done day in and
day out by this group of professionals is resulting in new opportunities to help more and more families as those who have
been at the receiving end of such service tell a friend who tells a friend who tells a friend.

Sherry L. Williams, Managing Funeral Director, graduated from Ivy Tech Community College
Mortuary Science Program with academic honors. She is also a licensed cosmetologist and worked 
in the past for the Mental Health Association in Lake County as their Public Relations/Special Event
coordinator. Sherry has served as a volunteer for many not-for-profit organizations, such as Ron Kittle
Sports Charities, Chicago Baseball Cancer Charities, Relay for Life and Friends of Hospice. She 
is currently President of Merrillville Breakfast Kiwanis, and has been a member of the Hammond
Rotary and Tri Kappa Gamma Nu chapter.

Michelle Hanrahan, licensed funeral director, has a BS degree in Biology from Southern Illinois
University. She is a graduate of Ivy Tech Community College Mortuary Science Program, and has
worked in the funeral profession since 2004. She loves her profession and takes pride in helping
families by combining her technical knowledge with her gentle and caring touch in order to offer
families a chance to see their loved one resting in peace when they say their final goodbyes.

Tammy Vogel, licensed funeral director, is a graduate with honors of Ivy Tech Community College
Mortuary Science Program. She is also a graduate of Purdue University and Valparaiso University
with degrees in nursing. Tammy is a registered nurse at The Community Hospital in Munster. She 
is an active member at Bridepoint Church in Valparaiso. Tammy’s experience in helping people get
well has given her a vast knowledge and awareness of the vulnerability of people during difficult
times in their lives. Her training and experience has influenced her in her goal of being empathetic
with families during their time of loss.

Kim Jones, licensed funeral director, is a graduate of Ivy Tech Community College Mortuary Science
Program. Kim graduated at the top of her class. She is also a graduate of Bishop Noll Institute, and
Indiana University with a degree in Kinesiology. Kim has been teaching in the Merrillville School
System for the past 10 years and is a member of Holy Shepherd Church in St. John. As a teacher, 
Kim has learned how to deal with all kinds of problems, some centered around children, and some
around parents, and all centered around solutions. In dealing with the bereaved, many of those skills
come into play as funeral directors must work with people from all walks of life and from all age
groups, and quite often all at once.  Kim would like to use her expertise in her plans to create an
extended grief care program in Northwest Indiana.

Diane Urnik started her career in funeral service this past year. Starting out as a Family Service
Counselor at Calumet Park Cemetery, she has moved into the position of Assistant Service
Coordinator at Calumet Park Funeral Chapel, bringing along with her the knowledge and expertise
that she acquired while serving the cemetery. After taking part in the assistance of funeral arrange -
ments as allowed by Indiana law, and taking care of the cemetery needs of families, Diane is looking
to further her career by attending mortuary science school to become a licensed funeral director and
embalmer. Diane attended Prairie State College with elementary education as her major.
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A Place To Hold A Memory
Did you really mean it, when you said ‘toss’ me away? Just drop me in the ocean...watch my ashes sink away. Or
did you really mean it, when you said you didn’t care, what happens to your ashes...do you think that’s really fair?
What about my days ahead, when I’ll be missing you? I’d have no place that I could go, when alone and without
you. A place to hold a memory, a place to shed a tear...my choice, if you are asking, is a place that would be near.
To scatter is so final; could you throw me away? Or would you want me nearby, to talk with you, or pray. You gave
me many things in life, and when you’re up above, let me have a place down here...a symbol of our love. Don’t say
that it’s the money; we’ve spent on lesser things. Let this be a lasting sign, like our wedding rings. It’s not the
bronze or stone or shrub, that will mean so much to me. It’s the fact you’ll be remembered, by all...eternally. 

By Daniel Moran

What do I doWhat do I do
with the ashes?with the ashes?
Final disposition of cremains.

Cremation options for permanent placement and memorialization:
1. Back-To-Nature Section ground burial   2. Niches in a garden building for above ground placement

3. Cremorial walkway with in-ground niches along the sidewalk   4. Niches in the Columbarium with

obelisk  and bronze memorial plates   5. Traditional ground burial set-up for cremation burials

6. Cenetaph in Butterfly Garden at entrance to Back-To-Nature Section where a loved one’s personal

information may be permanently affixed to the granite with or without ashes or burial in the cemetery

7. Glass front niche in original mausoleum   8. Cremains buried near boulders with individual granite

memorials showing  personal information   9. Memory walls inside the mausoleums where anyone may

have a bronze memorial tribute placed in honor of a loved one, whether they chose traditional ground

burial, entombment, inurnment or not even with Calumet Park Cemetery.

Call 219-769-8803 for more information.
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It’s better to have it and not need it 

than to need it and not have it!
(cemetery and funeral arrangements)

Pre-arranging Cemetery and Funeral Needs
Planning ahead means more than just making choices. To truly pre-plan one’s cemetery and funeral needs

means to make choices and arrange funding (paying) for the goods and services in advance. The funeral

home portion of final arrangements includes the funeral service and casket. The cemetery part includes 

a grave, vault, marker and opening/closing (or crypt or niche for above ground placement.) Calumet Park 

Cemetery funds pre-need agreements at no interest with a minimal down payment. 

Call the office for more information: 219-769-8803

Merrillville Food Pantry Drop-off:

Drop off non-perishable food items at any

time during normal business 

hours at the cemetery office. Christmas 

is over, but people still need to eat!  

Thank you.

The second annual Butterfly Release
date has been set for July 24. Over 200
people enjoyed a morning of songs,
poetry, laughter and tears as they
attended the dedication ceremony last
July. Free butterflies were given to all
participants for a release. Check our
web site for details as the date
approaches. calumetparkcemetery.com

Memorial Weekend – You are invited 
to join with other veterans and their
families as they remember their loved
ones. (Photo below is of Elizabeth
Truby as she remembers her service
time during WWII) See the back of this
newsletter for the Memorial Weekend
event schedule.

Marisela Gonzalez
Family Service

Marisela Gonzalez
joined the Calumet
Park Cemetery team in
2009. She has traveled
to many states and out
of the country, but
always returns to her
roots here in

Northwest Indiana. As a Family
Service Counselor, Marisela cares for
her families as if they were her own
family. She forms a lasting impression
that gives character and definition 
to the Calumet Park program.

Marisela resides in Lake County,
and attends Jubilee Worship Center.
She is a mother of five, and has a
passion for the kitchen and enjoys
cooking all types of food. When she
isn’t cooking, she is active at her local
Boys and Girls Club, and enjoys
taking the children fishing, camping 
and biking. She is also bi-lingual,
speaking and writing fluent Spanish.

In January of 2010, Marisela was
awarded the Jan Hahn Award for
Outstanding Attitude, and the Carl
Paunicka Award for top performer 
for pre-need funeral service activity.
Marisela’s ability to work with others
at the most difficult time in their lives
gives profound meaning to her life,
and she truly enjoys her profession 
as a cemeterian.

Co-workers and 
the general public 
are encouraged to
nominate individuals
who demonstrate a
wonderful, positive
attitude. The award
program, including 

a $50 gas card, is voted on by the
Board of Directors and is presented
every month. Dianne Correll (in photo
above), the first winner back in
February of 2009, was also voted as
the “Jan Hahn Award Winner of the
Year” for 2009. Dianne heads up the
accounting department. She is one 
of the busiest people you will ever find
and is interrupted constantly on a
minute-to-minute basis...and she never
gets frazzled. Trite as it might sound, 
if you looked up ‘good attitude’ in a
dictionary, you probably would find
Dianne’s photo. 

The other winners of this prestigious
award for 2009 were:  March - Tim
McClure, April - Jeffery Towne, May -
Tom Music, June - Stephanie
Szymanski, July - Linda Carter, August
- Tammy Pressel, September - Will
Pickering, October - Wendy Dunham,
November - Kathy Davis, December -
Jeremy Grant.

Congratulations to all, and keep that
sunny attitude going. The world needs
more like you!

Jan Hahn AwardJan Hahn Award
for Outstandingfor Outstanding

AttitudeAttitude
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Fresh Flower Program for 2010
Fresh floral bouquets will be available for Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, July 4th, Labor Day 

and Memorial Weekend. Bouquets will have a price of $35.00 each, including tax and installation, 

and will require a two-week notice prior to placement. All bouquets will be placed in cemetery approved 

in-ground vases by cemetery personnel. If you would be interested in purchasing fresh flower bouquets 

(minimum of two special days or two bouquets), please call or fill out the Order Form below. 

We accept VISA, MasterCard and Discover.  Call:  219-769-8803

Approved Vase*

Heavy duty zinc vase in bronze or

silver colors; goes into a high

density polyethylene outer case.

Vase is extremely durable, high

quality and economical and comes

with a 5 year replacement

warranty against any damage at no

cost to purchaser with proof of

purchase. Vase is $150 including

tax and installation.

Name of purchaser: __________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Name of deceased: ___________________________________________________

Grave location for flower placement:  

Section _________ Block __________ Lot __________ Grave(s) _____________

Holidays on which I want flowers placed for my

loved one (min. of two) are:

� Mother’s Day      � Memorial Weekend       � Father’s Day  

� July 4th      � Labor Day

Order Form

Number of vases ________________ x $150.00 each  = ________________

Number of bouquets _____________ x $35.00* each  = _________________

Total cost including tax  = ________________

Method of payment:  � Cash        � Check (enclosed)       � Credit Card

� VISA  � MasterCard   � Discover   Card # ______________________

Expiration Date ______________________

* Flowers:  $32.71 + $2.29 tax = $35.00

Vase:  $79.44 + $5.56 tax + installation = $150.00
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2305 West 73rd Avenue, Merrillville, IN 46410
Cemetery Office: 219-769-8803
Funeral Chapel: 219-736-5840

www.calumetparkcemetery.com

May 29 - Saturday at 10:00 a.m. ................................................Descent of the Holy Ghost Romanian Orthodox Services 
Parastas Service conducted by Reverend Father David Hudson. Meet inside the original mausoleum. The blessing of
individual graves will follow the service.

May 30 - Sunday at 1:00 p.m. ..................................................Veteran’s Memorial Service, American Legion 1st District
Guest speaker: Pastor Fred Hoover. Actual service begins promptly at 1:15 p.m. Meet in Section 17 (Veterans section) at the
tent. The Merrillville H.S. Band will offer a background of patriotic music in a military tribute to America’s veterans. Post 270,
289, 430 and 485 will decorate and place flags on the graves of veterans at Calumet Park Cemetery. If a flag is not placed 
on your loved one’s grave, come to the office and we will provide a complimentary flag. 

May 31 - Monday at 10:00 a.m. .......................................................................................................................Catholic Service 
Conducted by Rev. Frank Torres of St. Casmir Church, Hammond, IN. Mass will be celebrated at the altar in the Crucifixion
Circle. In case of inclement weather, the services will be held in the mausoleum.

May 31 - Monday at 10:00 a.m. ...................................................................................................................Protestant Services
Service conducted by Pastor Doug Gamble of Suncrest Christian Church in St. John and will be held in large tent located 
in Section 17.

May 31 - Monday at 10:00 a.m. ......................................................................................St. Sava Serbian Orthodox Services
Service will be conducted by Reverend Father Marko Matic. Gather at the Serbian Monument. Service starts at 10:00 sharp
with a blessing of individual graves to follow.

May 31 at 12:00 noon ..........................................................................SS Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Services
Service conducted by Reverend Father Ted Poteres. Gather for services in Section 37 at the Precious and Life Giving Cross.
Blessing of individual graves throughout the cemetery will follow the service.

May 31 - 12:30 p.m. ..................................................................................................Battle of the Bulge Memorial Ceremony
Meet at South end of Section 17 at “Bulge” memorial, rain or shine. Services conducted by the Veterans of the Battle of the
Bulge (VBOB) Northern Indiana Chapter 30, lead by Frank Dudash, WWII vet. A handout of the program will be provided 
at the event.

Memorial Weekend Schedule for 2010Memorial Weekend Schedule for 2010


