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SEE PAGE 2 FOR IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON RECEIVING FUTURE ISSUES OF THIS NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL.

Memorial Weekend

The reason for the three day
weekend seems to have lost its
meaning over the years. Memorial
Day was officially proclaimed on
May 5, 1868 by General John
Logan, National Commander of the
Grand Army of the Republic.

It was first observed on May 30,
1868 when flowers were placed on
the graves of Union and Confederate
soldiers at Arlington National
Cemetery. Congress passed the
National Holiday Act of 1971 to
ensure a three day weekend for
Federal holidays, and it is now
celebrated on the last Monday in
May.  The purpose of the special
day is to honor all American soldiers
who died fighting in any war.

In response to numerous requests,
Calumet Park is including the
Memorial Weekend official program
on the back page of this newsletter
to allow families to plan their
activities around their visit to the
cemetery.

Did You Know?

Did you know that you don’t have
to have a wake in a funeral home?
Traditionalists will always prefer 
to have the funeral visitation and
services at a funeral home, and 
we make it a point to ensure that 
all the wishes of a family are carried
out within the limits of the law. 

It is legally acceptable to have 
a funeral service at one’s home, 
at a church, at a union hall, on a
family farm and any other place 
that permission will be granted 
by the property owner for a funeral.

Express your desires or possible
secret wishes to our professional
funeral home staff and let them 
help you design a funeral that 
will meet your wants and needs.
Personalization creates warm
memories of a normally sad day.

Fishing For Memories

Calumet Park’s annual “Fishing
for Memories” program will be held
in June. This will be our 7th annual
program designed for those 10 and
under to be able to share a couple 
of hours of fun and fishing with 
a parent, grandparent or other
special adult in their lives. Check
our website for the time and other
details. Complimentary refreshments
will be served.

(www.calumetparkcemetery.com)

Cremation Corner

For those interested in direct
cremation, prices at Calumet Park
have been lowered to be competitive
with cremation society prices. The
difference between us and the other
firms is that we will also provide a
free grave for permanent placement
of your loved one’s cremains.

Calumet Park is a full service
cemetery and funeral home that 
can take care of all of your future
cemetery and funeral needs. Call
now for more info.
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ATTENTION TO ALL READERS OF THE CALUMET PARK NEWSLETTER

Due to the escalating costs of printing and postage, we are 
changing to an electronic newsletter format for future issues.

If you wish to continue receiving our semi-annual newsletter, please call, mail or email your
desire to be on our electronic newsletter preferred list.  For those of you who would like to
receive a printed copy of future newsletters, fill in the appropriate info below and return to:

Calumet Park Cemetery, Attention Daniel Moran 

2305 West 73rd Avenue, Merrillville  IN 46410

Yes, I want to receive future newsletters via my email:___________________________________________

Yes, I want to receive future printed newsletters mailed to:________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

We thank you for your continued support of the programs sponsored by Calumet Park.

Clip out coupon and mail to:  Calumet Park Cemetery, 2305 West 73rd Avenue, Merrillville, IN 46410

Name: _______________________________________________________Phone: ________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _______________________________________________________________________________

Interested in:  Veteran discounts: __________  Pre-need cemetery info: ___________  Cremation: _________

Preneed funeral service info: __________  Memorialization: __________  Other: __________________________

�New Benefit Program For VeteransNew Benefit Program For Veterans
Compliments of Calumet ParkCompliments of Calumet Park
Cemetery and Funeral ChapelCemetery and Funeral Chapel

A veteran is someone who wrote a blank check made 
payable to “The United States of America” for an 

amount “up to and including my life.”

Honoring All VeteransHonoring All Veterans
Must provide DD214 or the equivalent at the time of signing up for these benefits. 

If DD214 is not available at the time of need, certain rules will apply.

�Complimentary Free GraveComplimentary Free Grave
Free installation and backer for vet markerFree installation and backer for vet marker
Huge discounts on service and merchandiseHuge discounts on service and merchandise
Cemetery Office 219-769-8803219-769-8803 Funeral Home 219-736-5840219-736-5840 Website calumetparkcemetery.comcalumetparkcemetery.com



Complimentary Balloon Release
For all families using 

Calumet Park Funeral Chapel

With each balloon, a thousand thoughts go drifting high above.

We’re left below with tears and pain. We already miss your love.

Your smile, your laugh, your being you, will be so deeply missed.

The hugs you gave, the friend you were, but begin our memory list.

Your being gone has not set in as we say our last goodbye.

We’re gathered now to honor you; balloons will soon fly high.

Though our hearts are heavy, we understand that you’re in a better place.

Please ask the Lord to give us peace. We need His loving grace.

So, balloons sail high, we let you go, through lonely tears we say ...

Sail high balloons; sail high with love. We’ll see you again one day.

Butterfly Release Ceremony

The 3rd Annual Butterfly Release
date has been set for July 30. Over
200 people enjoyed a morning of
songs, poetry, laughter and tears as
they attended the dedication ceremony
last July. Free butterflies were given
to all participants for a release. Check
our website for details, as the date
approaches.

Cell Phone Do Not Call List

All cell phone numbers are being
released to telemarketing companies
this year, and any calls received 
and answered will have a charge
against your bill. To prevent this, 
call 888-382-1222. This is the
National DO NOT CALL REGISTRY
for cell phones. It will take you less
than a minute and will block calls for
five years. You must call this number
from the cell phone that you want to
block unwanted calls to. Help your
friends and family and pass this on.
Do not put this aside and plan to get
to it later. Later may come when you
see charges on your cell phone bill.

Balloon Release

Calumet Park Funeral Chapel 
has incorporated a balloon release 
into each burial, entombment and
inurnment at Calumet Park Cemetery.
At the end of the traditional committal
service, a poem is read followed by
the release of the balloons (see poem
above). Families are given a copy 
of the poem at the conclusion of the
ceremony. Overheard at a recent
funeral was, “There is a sense of
releasing a loved one to the heavens
during this simple action, along with
some of our own sense of loss.”

The poem was written by Daniel
Moran and, on several occasions, 
he has penned individual poems/
prayers when a family loses a baby.

Jan Hahn Award
For Outstanding

Attitude

Will Pickering won the prestigious
Jan Hahn Outstanding Attitude Award
for 2010. Will started at Calumet Park
Cemetery 22 years ago after he retired
from LaSalle Steel as a way to pass the
time, and he has been here ever since.

Will is a model employee. He does
whatever task is assigned to him and
always with a smile. This past year has
been a rough one for Will as he had to
deal with some health issues and, in the
Will Pickering style, he came back to
work as soon as he was released from
the doctor.

Monthly winners of this award
were:  Jan - Marisela Gonzalez, 
Feb - Kathy Chepela, Mar - Maria
Wolff, Apr - Kevin Music, May - Tim
McClure,  Jun- Ed Widlowski, Jul -
Ron Ifyu, August - Misti Ferkull, 
Sep - Jeff Towne, Oct - Dianne Correll,
Nov - Sandy Ferris and Dec - Will
Pickering. Congrats to all!

It’s better to have it and not need it 

than to need it and not have it!

(cemetery and funeral arrangements)

Merrillville Food Pantry Drop-off:

Drop off non-perishable food items at any

time during normal business 

hours at the cemetery office. Christmas 

is over, but people still need to eat!  

Thank you.
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Recipe for Aloha Ham
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Kathy Chepela
Family Service Advisor

8 oz. ham - cubed
1-3 tbs. vegetable oil
1/2 cup red pepper strips
1/2 cup green pepper strips
1 can (8 oz) pineapple chunks, drained; save the juice
1/4 lb. pea pods or snow peas
1/2 cup water chestnuts or macadamia nuts
4 cups of cooked white rice
Sauce: 1/2 cup chicken broth
3 tbs. sugar, 2 tbs. lemon juice, 2-4 tbs cornstarch
Saved pineapple juice

Cube the ham and set aside. Heat oil in a pan or wok. Add
red and green peppers and stir fry about one minute. Add
pea pods or snow peas and stir fry an additional two
minutes. Set aside. In a large saucepan, add all the
ingredients listed for the sauce. Stir until thickened. Take
a casserole dish and add ham, pineapple chunks, nuts or
water chestnuts and toss with stir fry mixture. Top with
sauce and serve over rice. This makes a great, colorful
meal to start from scratch or as a way to use up your
Easter ham leftovers. Enjoy!

Calumet Park Cemetery

Nobody wants it but we all will need it someday.
What is “it”? “It” is cemetery property, and there
is not a more beautiful, full service cemetery in
Northwest Indiana. Calumet Park is peaceful,
safe, well maintained and staffed by caring and
helpful people. Visit us when you are in the area.
See if you agree that when the time comes you
would be satisfied with Calumet Park as your
memorial park.
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Your Funeral Home Staff

Calumet Park Funeral Chapel 
is staffed with a group of highly
intelligent, personable young ladies.
The gentle care and concern that 
is offered by this “band of sisters” is
appreciated by every family served.

Sherry 
Williams

Michelle
Hanrahan

Tammy 
Vogel

Kim Jones Diane 
Urnik

An Evening of Recognition

and Celebration

On February 26, Calumet Park

Cemetery and Funeral Chapel

employees gathered at Innsbrook

Country Club in Merrillville 

to celebrate a year of helping

area families with their cemetery

and funeral needs.

After such a long and brutal

winter, a change of climate 

was needed, so the theme for the

evening was “Sunny Hawaii.”

Awards for a number of

special achievements were

presented to Kathy Chepela,

Maria Wolff, Marisela Gonzalez,

Dane Buckley, Joe Klapak, 

Ron Ifyu and Will Pickering.

Dancing, games and prizes

helped to round out an evening

of fun and fellowship.
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A Place To Hold A Memory
Did you really mean it, when you said ‘toss’ me away? Just drop me in the ocean...watch my ashes sink away. Or
did you really mean it, when you said you didn’t care, what happens to your ashes...do you think that’s really fair?
What about my days ahead, when I’ll be missing you? I’d have no place that I could go, when alone and without
you. A place to hold a memory, a place to shed a tear...my choice, if you are asking, is a place that would be near.
To scatter is so final; could you throw me away? Or would you want me nearby, to talk with you, or pray. You gave
me many things in life, and when you’re up above, let me have a place down here...a symbol of our love. Don’t say
that it’s the money; we’ve spent on lesser things. Let this be a lasting sign, like our wedding rings. It’s not the
bronze or stone or shrub, that will mean so much to me. It’s the fact you’ll be remembered, by all...eternally. 

By Daniel Moran

What do I doWhat do I do
with the ashes?with the ashes?

Thieves take all, including ashes
dateline The Times 9/11/07

Thieves steal wife’s ashes
dateline The Times 11/12/10

Why take a chance? Call us about permanent 

placement of your loved one’s cremains.



Fresh Flower Program for 2011
Fresh floral bouquets will be available for Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, July 4th, Labor Day 

and Memorial Weekend. Bouquets will have a price of $38.00 each, including tax and installation, 

and will require a two-week notice prior to placement. All bouquets will be placed in cemetery approved 

in-ground vases by cemetery personnel. If you would be interested in purchasing fresh flower bouquets 

(minimum of two special days or two bouquets), please call or fill out the Order Form below. 

We accept VISA, MasterCard and Discover.  Call: 219-769-8803

Approved Vase*

Heavy duty zinc vase in bronze or

silver colors; goes into a high

density polyethylene outer case.

Vase is extremely durable, high

quality and economical and comes

with a 5 year replacement

warranty against any damage at no

cost to purchaser with proof of

purchase. Vase is $160 including

tax and installation.

Name of purchaser: __________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Name of deceased: ___________________________________________________

Grave location for flower placement:  

Section #__________ Block #_________ Lot #_________ Grave(s) ____________

Holidays on which I want flowers placed for my

loved one (min. of two) are:

� Mother’s Day      � Memorial Weekend       � Father’s Day  

� July 4th      � Labor Day

Order Form

Number of vases ________________ x $160.00 each  = ________________

Number of bouquets _____________ x $38.00* each  = _________________

Total cost including tax  = ________________

Method of payment:  � Cash        � Check (enclosed)       � Credit Card

� VISA  � MasterCard   � Discover   Card # ______________________

Expiration Date ______________________

* Flowers:  $35.51 + $2.49 tax = $38.00

Vase:  $82.71 + $5.79 tax + installation = $160.00
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2305 West 73rd Avenue, Merrillville, IN 46410

Cemetery Office: 219-769-8803

Funeral Chapel: 219-736-5840

www.calumetparkcemetery.com

May 28 - Saturday at 10:00 a.m. .................................................Descent of the Holy Ghost Romanian Orthodox Services 
Parastas Service conducted by Reverend Father David Hudson. Meet inside the original mausoleum. The blessing of
individual graves will follow the service.
May 29 - Sunday at 1:00 p.m ....................................................Veteran’s Memorial Service, American Legion 1st District
Guest speaker: Pastor Fred Hoover. Actual service begins promptly at 1:00 p.m. Meet in Section 17 (Veterans section) at the
tent. The Merrillville H.S. Band will offer a background of patriotic music in a military tribute to America’s veterans. Check
with your local American Legion to have a flag placed on the graves of veterans at Calumet Park Cemetery. If a flag is not
placed on your loved one’s grave, come to the office and we will provide a complimentary flag. 
May 30 - Monday at 10:00 a.m..........................................................................................................................Catholic Service
Conducted by Reverend Frank Torres. Mass will be celebrated at the altar in the Crucifixion Circle. In case of inclement
weather, the services will be held in the mausoleum.
May 30 - Monday at 10:00 a.m.........................................................................................................Chicago Church of Christ
Conducted by Pastor Chris Zillman. A choir of 30 ministry students will share some appropriate music during the service in
a large tent located in Section 17.
May 30 - Monday at 11:00 a.m........................................................................................Trinity Memorial Lutheran Church
Service conducted by Pastor Rick Boshovan and will be held in a large tent located in Section 17.
May 30 - Monday at 10:00 a.m........................................................................................St. Sava Serbian Orthodox Services
Service will be conducted by Reverend Father Marko Matic. Gather at the Serbian Monument. Service starts at 10:00 a.m.
sharp with a blessing of individual graves to follow.
May 30 - Monday at 11:45 a.m ...........................................................SS Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Services
Service conducted by Reverend Father Ted Poteres. Gather for services in Section 37 at the Precious and Life Giving Cross.
Blessing of individual graves throughout the cemetery will follow the service.
May 30 - Monday at 12:30 p.m................................................................................Battle of the Bulge Memorial Ceremony
Meet at South end of Section 17 at “Bulge” memorial, rain or shine. Services conducted by the Veterans of the Battle of the
Bulge (VBOB) Northern Indiana Chapter 30, lead by Barry Veden, President. Sheriff Buncich will be the keynote speaker
for this event.

Memorial Weekend Schedule for 2011Memorial Weekend Schedule for 2011


