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     On February 4, 2017, friends 
and family joined together at 
Innsbrook Country Club in 
Merrillville to celebrate the 
retirement of Ron Ifyu.  Ron spent 
over 45 years working on the 
grounds and according to his 
supervisor, Tim McClure, "Ron was 
a perfect employee.  He almost 
never missed a day of work, was 
always willing to do whatever was 
asked and always with a great 
attitude.  I'd like 10 more like him." 

     
     Kathy Chepela presented Ron 
with an over-sized work order which 
was a form that Ron delivered on 
thousands of times.  It is a formal 
request from a family member who 
wanted or needed something done 
with their individual graves...usually 
raising and leveling their markers.

    
     Paul Vogel prented Ron with a 
golden shovel and spade and a 
certificate for a Weber Summit 
Series Pro-grill as a show of 
appreciation for all the wonderful 
years that Ron dedicated to Calumet 
Park and to familes we serve.

Future additional expansion planned...

     Last year a gazebo was placed at the 
Meditation Pond.

     
     With a fountain offering background 
"music" for a peaceful and serene setting, 
Calumet Park is currently designing a 
small island between the gazebo and the 
bridge (shown below) that will have a new 
niche bank for the final placement of 
cremains (ashes).  The new stream will 
empty into the pond via a small waterfall 
to add to the tranquility of the area.

     In addition to the above, new 
monument sections have been added that 
will offer both six grave monument lots 
and two grave complete package lots that 
would include two graves, two vaults, two 
flush memorial markers, two openings and 
closing and a three and a half foot wide 
monument. (part Catholic and part non-denominational)

     After serving families for 89 years, the 
time has come to expand and make use of 
some of the remaining 240 undeveloped 
acres owned by Calumet Park.  In fact, it is 
estimated that Calumet Park has enough 
land to provide the cemetery needs of the 
region for almost 600 years.  This should 
reassure families that we will not run out 
of grave space.

Continued from page 1 (CPC expansion)

     There is a new pond just south of the 
original mausoleum complex that is a 
perfect site for a private mausoleum area.  
With this in mind, the side-by-side 
mahogany mausoleum shown on the front 
page of this newsletter has been ordered 
and will be set in place in the next few 
months.

     The pond is part of the geothermal 
system that was installed at the mausoleum 
a couple of years back which provides 
heating and air conditioning for the 
mausoleum.  At the same time, we were 
able to lessen the environmental footprint 
of Calumet Park in relation to fossil fuel.
     The private mausoleum is being 
offered on a pre-construction basis at a 
substantial savings, as much as $19,500 
discount when paid in full in cash.  The 
price of this wonderful family tribute will 
be $80,000 once it is set in place, which 
means it is available at this time for only 
$60,500.
     Your lasting legacy can be preserved, 
honored and celebrated through a personal 
mausoleum.  Owning this special above-
ground final resting place will allow 
individuals a serene place to connect, find 
comfort and remember. 
 
     Call 219-769-8803 for details.

5/27 - fireworks at dusk                                   11/30 - Rendina Angel Tree
5/27 thru 29th - Memorial Weekend Services      12/02 - Calumet Park Funeral 
6/10 - Fishing for Memories                                       Chapel Angel Tree
7/22 Butterfly Release Ceremony
8/4 - thru 13th - Lake County Fair
10/7 - Fall Festival at Funeral Chapel Grounds
11/11 - Veterans Day Ceremony at the mausoleum
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I am the flag of the United States 
of America.

My name is Old Glory.
I fly atop the world's tallest buildings.

I stand watch in America's halls of justice.  
I fly majestically over institutions

of learning.
I stand guard with power in the world.

Look up and see me.
I stand for peace, honor, truth and justice.

I stand for freedom.
I am confident.
I am arrogant.
I am proud.

When I am flown with my fellow
banners my head is a little higher, my

colors a little truer.
I bow to no one.

I am recognized all over the world.
I am worshipped.

I am saluted.
I am respected.

I am revered.  I am loved.  
And I am feared.

I have fought every battle of every war for 
more than 240 years...

Gettysburg, Shilo, Appomatox, San Juan 
Hill, the trenches of France, the Argonne 

Forrest, Anzio, Rome, the beaches of
Normandy, the deserts of Africa, the cane
fields of the Philippines, the rice paddies  

and jungles of Guam, Okinawa, 
Japan, Korea, Vietnam, 

and a score of places long forgotten
by all but those who were with me.

I was there!

I led my soldiers.
I followed them.

I watched over them.
They loved me.

I was on a small hill in Iwo Jima.
I was dirty, battle-worn and tired, but my

soldiers cheered me, and I was proud.
I have been burned, torn and trampled

on the streets of countries I have helped
set free.

It does not hurt, for I am invincible.
I have been soiled upon, burned, torn and

trampled on the streets of my own 
country.

And when it is by those whom I have 
served in battle, it hurts a little.

But I shall overcome for I am strong.
I have slipped the bonds of Earth 

and stood watch over the uncharted 
new frontiers of space from my vantage 

point on the moon.
I have been a silent witness to all of

America's finest hours.
But my finest hour comes when I am torn 

into strips and used as bandages for my
wounded comrades on the battlefield.

When I fly at half-mast to honor 
my soldiers, 

or when I lie in the trembling arms of a 
grieving mother at the graveside of her 

fallen son, I am proud.
My name is Old Glory.

Long may I wave.

Dear God...
long may I wave!

Above:  Honoring fallen firefighters with 
a flag draped between two firetrucks.  
Below:  Marine saluting Old Glory.  

To the right:  Carl Paunicka at Battle 
of the Bulge service on Memorial Day 

with the Veteran Memorial Columbarium 
and Old Glory.

Top: Calumet Park Cemetery with Veteran 
Memorial Columbarium and Veteran Wall 

of Honor at Hobart Funeral Chapel.
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Continued from page 1
    
     Mileva and David are a wonderful addition to the Calumet Park team.  They are fluent in 
a number of languages, and have proven to be our caring connection to the Serbian families 
in Lake and Porter counties, as well as many other ethnic groups.  Mileva can be reached at 
219-688-5311, and both Mileva and David at 219-736-5840.  They can help you with your 
cemetery and funeral needs at any of our three funeral homes as well as at the cemetery.

Imamo cast da pozovemo nasi prijatelji i porodici koje smo sluzili u 
proslosti da nam posetite u nasem novom mesto u Merrillville, In.  

Slobodno pozovite Mileva na telefon broj 219-688-5311 ili 
219-736-5840.  Mileva Savich i David Semplinski.

Celebrate our 89th year with our family...
free fireworks display, hayride and horse and buggy 

rides.

Saturday, May 27th
at 7:00 p.m.

Enter at west entrance to the cemetery.
Main entrance will be closed at 6:00.

No alcohol please.

This is a family event and meant to be a fun and safe 
night for all.

Save the date!

Meet Garry Groundhog,

cemetery mascot
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Telephone (home)_____________________(cell)_______________________

Fresh Flower Program for 2017
Fresh floral bouquets will be available for Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, Father’s Day, July 4th, 

and Labor Day. Bouquets will have a price of $50.00 each, including tax and installation, and will 
require a two-week notice prior to placement. All bouquets will be placed in cemetery approved in-ground 
vases by cemetery personnel. If you would be interested in purchasing fresh flower bouquets (minimum of 

two special days or two bouquets), please call or fill out the Order Form below. We accept 
VISA, MasterCard and Discover. Call: 219-769-8803
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Calumet Park Cemetery

2305 West 73rd Avenue

Merrillville, IN 46410

like us on facebook at 
mycalumetpark

Calumet Park Cemetery
2305 West 73rd Avenue
Merrillville, IN 46410

Calumet Park Cemetery - Merrillville
219-769-8803

Calumet Park Funeral Chapel - Merrillville
219-736-5840

Calumet Park Funeral Chapel - Portage
219-940-3791

Rendina Funeral Home - Gary
219-980-1141

like us on facebook at
mycalumetpark

Calumet Park Cemetery

2305 West 73rd Avenue

Merrillville, IN 46410

like us on facebook at 
mycalumetpark


